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Greetings!

This month | want to tell you
about a wonderful grant we received
from the Community Foundation of
Greater Fort Wayne. We were given
$50,000 for a Technology grant.
What that means is that we have up-
dated al of our computers and soft-
ware. For the first time in the history
of the agency, we are all on the same
level as far as technology goes.
Hopefully, this will allow us to be
more efficient with our scheduling
and client tracking ability. We will
be able to be more accurate in sched-
uling your trip to the doctor and/or
getting your Home Assistant to you
on time.

Also, | was privileged to be
part of ateam that went to Washing-
ton, D.C. to attend a transportation

workshop. The goal of the work-
shop was to bring better transporta-
tion service to Fort Wayne. It was
sponsored by Easter Seals Project
Action. The team members were:
Betsy Katchmere from Citilink,
Becky Weimerskirch from Com-
munity Transportation Network,
Vaerie Stein who is a transporta-
tion consumer, Stephen Hinkle
from Easter Seals ARC and my-
self. We attended two days of in-
struction about transportation. We
were then challenged to develop a
plan to improve transportation in
Allen County. The team came up
with five goals for us to work on
for the next eighteen months. We
have taken our plan to the Trans-
portation Planning Committee of
Northeast Indiana Regiona Coor-
dinating Council to enlist their help
in reaching our goals. One of our
goals is to bring 24-hour availabil-
ity of wheelchair accessible trans-
portation for people with disabili-
ties. So stay tuned to this newslet-
ter as | continue to update you on
the progress of our team.
| would aso like to thank

the many folks who attended the
Volunteer Celebration on April 25.
A small sampling of the fun can be
seen in the pictures on pages4 & 5.
Specia thanks to Rosie Parish for
pulling the whole event together
and getting the many door prizes
for the attendees.

We aso had our Annual
Older Americans Month Celebra-
tion on May 14. What fun we all
had! Mayor Tom Henry read a
proclamation that May is Older
Americans Month and Commis-
sioner Nelson Peters proclaimed
May 14, 2009 as “Ben Giaguinta
Day”. The food was great, and eve-
ryone enjoyed the festivities.

Till next month....
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The Allen County Council on Aging serves adults 60 and over to foster their independence and improved
quality of life. Our experience and dedication enable usto provide exceptional servicesin response to needs
identified by seniors.
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The Allen County Council on Aging thanks the following organizations and individuals who give of their money, their time, and
their talent to support the mission of the Allen County Council on Aging. Without their help, we would not be able to provide
the vital services we offer which foster independence and improved quality of life for seniors in our community.

Allen County Christmas Bureau
Jane & Michael Berghoff
H. Stephen & Pamela Beyer
Alberta Brueggemann
Fannie Caster
Coventry Meadows
Martha Ditton
Peggy Duvall
Ruth Girdner
Barbara & Robert Grady
Doris Heck
Pamela Holocher
Journal Gazette Foundation
Alma Wigmore Joy
Melbra Kerr
Eleanore Kriz

William & Jeanie Langscheid
Susan Medlin
Ranelle Melton

National Association of
Letter Carriers
Allen & Ide Ostrognai
Nell Owens
Plymouth Congregational Church
Rosie Sadler
Mary Shreve
Skyline Community Church
Virginia Still
Vanessa Washington
Mae Bell Watkins
Walter White

Our van riders made donations
totaling $614.60 in the month of
April! While theseridersremain
anonymous to you and us, we
thank them for their generosity!

Special thanks also to the hundreds of riders on our transportation service who make a generous cash donation every time
they ride with us. Although they remain anonymous to us, their contributions are nonetheless greatly appreciated!

Ralph Adams
Bill Andreas
Maralyn Barger
Barbara Boyd
Annette Buzzard
Florence Choka
Betty Clark
Armand Cohodes
Velma Delamarter
Virginia Drozd
Joan Erwin
Ann Fisher
Barbara Flynn
Linda Forest
Margaret Freeman
Linda Gospodaren
Helen Henline
Jeanine Herold
Pam Holocher

Lois Kaufman

Theresa Schenkel

Alice Knepp Carmen Seeman
Dawn Lacata Pat Shehorn
Allen Lauer Mildred Sours
Rita Leeuu Joe Stabelli
Marilyn Levy David Stokoe
Michele McNeal Marie Turner
Celia Miller Rosalie Warner
Clara Minnich Barbara Whitacre
Rose Mitchell Pat Williams
Lori Morris
Gaynel Murphy =
Dorothy Overholt )

Donna Parrish
Betty Peters
Olivia Puryear

Wanda Ruffin o unt
Ed Ruppel urt volun e:lrs' are
Betty Sachs rue angeis

We truly appreciate our
many volunteers! Thank you
for your continued dedica-
tion to serving the seniorsin
our areal

Printing provided by the Fort
Wayne Medical Society.
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ACCA Staff

Executive Director/CEO:
Ranelle Melton

Director of Devel opment:
Susan Medlin

Development Coordinator/
Action Age Editor:
Donna Cusick

Accountant:
Joseph Falk

Director, In-Home Services:
Gina Gibson

Scheduler/
Lead Home A ssistant:
Susie Webster

TeleCare Coordinator:
Rosie Parrish

Transportation Director:
Bobbi Powers

Transportation Reports Clerk:
Donna Jarvis

Drivers:
Leanne, Roxann,
Darlene, Fred, and John

Home Assistants:
Connie, Deb, Doris, Jean, Lois,
Marie, Shelley, Tina, Krista,
Sharika, Lindsay, Danielle,
and Lisa

HandyChore:
Chris, Joe and Dick

The Action Age is a monthly periodi-
ca published by the Allen County
Council on Aging. ACCA offices are
located at 233 W. Main Street; Fort
Wayne, IN 46802 (260) 426-0060
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VOLUNTEER CELEBRATION 2008

The Allen County Council on Aging held our Annual Volunteer Celebration on April 25, 2008 at Plymouth Congre-
gational Church. We invited our Board Members (we have an all volunteer board), newsletter folders, TeleCare vol-
unteers and TeleCare clients. We were entertained with music by the McKown’s while we ate our lunch. Gift Cer-
tificates (29 in total!) were given as door prizes, and special recognition prizes were given to the TeleCare volunteer
and the TeleCare client who had been in the program for the longest period of time. Also honored with gift certifi-
cates were the oldest TeleCare volunteer and the oldest TeleCare client. As you will see from the pictures on the next
few pages, it seems like a great time was had by all!

For their donations, we would like to thank: J.C. Penney’s, T.G.I. Friday’s, Texas Roadhouse, Adams Floral, Regal
Cinemas, Kroger's, Outback SteakHouse, Tim Didier Meats, Cracker Barrel, Wal-Mart, Jamison Meats, Sharon’s
Diner, Fish of Stroh, Steak 'n Shake, Ruby Tuesday, Albright’s Meats and Deli, Cosmos, Red Lobster, Richard’'s
Restaurants, Rich’'s Café, Hall’s Restaurants, Bob Evans, and the Firefly Coffee House. Their donations really
helped make our party a success, and we are grateful to them.

We would aso like to thank American Senior Communities for their sponsorship of this event again this year. The
wonderful newsis that they have committed to sponsor this for us again next year.

Finally, 1 would like to thank the office staff who helped so much before, during, and after the party. They really
made my job alot easier.

Rosie Parish,
TeleCare Coordinator

Look at all that food!

Florence Choka American Senior

Has been a TeleCare Volunteer r gp(:g;ntglt\llz |
f 1 | _ :
orover 16 years Tiffany Cox &

Nikki Richardson
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“What should | choose” It all looks
so good.”

The McKown's

Margaret
Freeman

Wanda Ruffin and Ora Dean Y oung

Helen Schup received this bouquet
of flowersfor being the oldest
TeleCare client.

Newsletter volunteers having alaugh!
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Senior Service Statistics
April 2008
Home Assistant Clients Served: 81
Total Home Assistant Hours: 594
HandyChore Clients Served: 26
Total HandyChore Hours: 146
TeleCare Clients Served: 25
Total TeleCare Calls: 608 Hamilton House
. L A Senior Living Community
Transportation Trips: 1064 By Assisted Living Concepts, Inc.
. 2116 Butler Road
==l _ Fort Wayne, IN 46808
Helping ands Clients Served: 28 (260) 471-0944
Total Helping Hands Hours: 103 , ,
Jina Robbins,
Handy Chore Clients Served: 2 Administrator
Total HandyChore Hours: 5
JOHN ROGERS
ELDER LAW ATTORNEY
444 East Main Street, Suite 202
TeleCare is a daily reassurance call made to Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802
a homebound senior. This beneficial pro- Telephone: (260) 426-0674
gram has volunteers ready to call seniors at 37 YearsExperience
home to check on their well-being. No Chargefor Initial Consultation
If you, a family member, or someone you know
could benefit from this program, please give Rosie a
call for more information. She will be glad to talk with .
you. Rosie does a great job of matching seniors and a Mark’s
yolunte;er and many of the “ mgtcheS’ become long- Home Repair
time friends! Each April, we bring together our many
volunteers, inClUding our TeleCare clients and their “1f you couldn’t find thetime to doit right;
volunteer callers. Check out the pictures on pages 4 & How could you find the timeto doit wrong!”
5 to see some of the fun we had this year! goar\trwtterbﬁ, o Ff,oofing Iegr_walva“ R\;"ggnvb,ing
. ne, Indiana ntini Il Ci 1ce
Remember to call Rosie about the (260) 6371060 (260) 466-6010 ? FREE Estimates
TeleCare Program: 426-0060

WANTED: o .
If your organization would like to become a spon-

sor for the Action Age monthly newsletter, please
call Donna C. at 426-0060! She will be happy to
talk with you about a monthly or yearly sponsor-
ship. The Action Age is delivered to approxi-
mately 1550 seniors each month! This is a great
(and inexpensive) way to get the word about your
services to many folks!

A male partner for local Western Square ﬁ
Dancing Events!
Please call 705-9130 for more information.

“Do-se-do!”
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Allen County Council on Aging
233 West Main Street

Fort Wayne, IN 46802-1613
260-426-0060

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Profit Org
US Postage
PAID
Fort Wayne IN
Permit No 1241

New M ember ship
| nfor mation

You may have noticed our new envelopes in the newsletter this month.
You may aso have noticed that there are new costs associated with the
membership levels. As with everything else in the world, the costs to
provide ACCA services has increased. While we never expect a specific
donation amount from anyone, we do have specified amounts for our
membership levels.

Beginning immediately, our membership levels will be:

- Basic Member ship: $10.00
- Contributing Member ship: $20.00
- Sponsoring Member ship: $50.00

As aways, any contribution that you and/or your family can make to the
Council on Aging is appreciated.

Please feel free to call the office at 426-0060 with any questions about
these membership level changes, the services we provide, or any other
guestions or concerns you may have.

The Allen County Council
on Aging is a not-for-profit agency,
incorporated in February, 1972,
amended in September, 1972.

We are funded in part
through Title 111-B of the Older
Americans Act. These funds are
administered by Aging and In-
Home Services of Northeast
Indiana, Inc. Other funding comes
from the United Way of Allen
County, through grants from private
and corporate foundations and
through donations from people like
you. It is only through your
generous contributions that we are
able to provide vita services
essential to fulfilling our mission of
fostering independence and
improved quality of life for seniors
in our community.

The services of Allen
County Council on Aging are
provided to seniors age 60 and
above without regard to gender,
heritage, race, country of origin,
religion, sexual preference or
ability to pay.




